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Foreword 

North West Catholic History is the journal of the North West 
Catholic History Society. The Society was founded at an inaugural 
meeting attended by about 160 people, held on 22 February 1968 at 
Notre Dame College, Liverpool. A newsletter, dated Spring 1968, 
was issued, which described the inaugural meeting, gave a brief 
account of Professor David Quinn's lecture on 'English Catholics 
and America 1581-1633', and listed proposed activities. A second 
newsletter, dated Summer 1968, summarised Professor A.C.F. 
Beales's lecture on 'Catholic Education in the English-Speaking 
Countries', and included a number of brief articles. 

The history of the publication of North West Catholic History 

has been chequered. The first volume, edited by the Rev. Brendan 
Alger, appeared in three parts in 1969. Volume I I appeared in two 
parts in 1970. A third unnumbered volume appeared for 1971, and 
a fourth unnumbered volume appeared for 1972-3. Fr. Alger handed 
over the post of editor to me in 1978, and I edited volume V in that 
year. Since then it has appeared annually, and this year (1998) 
reaches its twenty-fifth volume. It is to mark this occasion that this 
Cumulative Contents and Index to all twenty five volumes, has been 
compiled by Mr. A . J . Noble who wishes to thank Bishop B. C. Foley 
for the loan of his copies of the journal, and Mr. N. Gardner and Mr. 
J .S. Hayes for their assistance. We are also grateful for a grant from 
an anonymous donor. 

J.A. Hilton 
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